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SPEECH  OF 


HON.  J.  H.  SAVAGE,  OF  TENNESSEE, 

/ 

"In  the  House  Represeniatlces,  Friday^  August  9th,  1850,  on  the  President's  Alessage 
c/  August  StJi,  1850,  concerning  Tej:as  and  New  Mexico. 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  Civil  and  Diplo¬ 
matic  Appropriation  Bill — 

Mr.  SAVAGE  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  will  say  a  word  in  re¬ 
ply  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
[5lr.  Mann,]  to  whom  I  yielded  the  floor 
lor  explanation.  I  have  seen  a  similar 
drama  to  this  acted  in  the  other  end  of  the  j 
Capitol,  where  .sentiments,  distinctly  and  j 
clearly  avowed,  and  heralded  by  the  press  | 
to  every  village  in  the  Union,  have  been  de- | 
liberately  and  publicly  denied.  Some  weak  1 
persons  have  been  deceived  by  this  bold  ef- 1 
frontery  into  the  b’elief  that  such  sentiments  \ 
really  never  had  been  uttered.  I 

Sir,  if  the  expression  of  these  sentiments  ! 
has  fixed  in  my  mind  an  opinion  not  alto-  \ 
gether  favorable  to  their  authors,  these  sub¬ 
sequent  reckless  denials  will  surely  have  no 
tendency  to  remove  it.  The  gentleman  (Mr. 
Mann)  has  denied  what  1  supposed  every 
person  who  heard  him,  friend  or  foe,  will  be 
ready  to  prove.  Look  to  the  rec  ird,  and  it 
is  within  the  memory  and  recollection  of! 

I 

many,  that  he  went  further  than  is  printed  in  j 
his  speech  ;  but  I  will  abandon  all  that.  You,  i 
sir,  (Mr.  Mann)  shall  be  tried  bv  “  the  i 
I  record,”  and  I  now  read  your  own  words  in 
1  your  own  speech  :  “  Better  disunion  ;  better 
civil  or  servile  war ;  better  any  thing  that 
i  God  in  his  providence  shall  send,  than  an 
I  extension  of  the  bounds  of  slavery.”  Your 
language  is  full,  positive  and  explicit,  and 
excludes  all  argument  or  inference.  You 
made  no  exception  at  the  time  when  you  ut¬ 
tered  these  words,  and  you  have  no  right  to 
contradict  persons  by  making  exceptions 
now.  We  have  a  right  to  assume  that  you 
say  what  you  mean  and  mean  what  you  sav 
I  “Southern  Press”  print. 


although  we  may  suspicion  tliat  this  rule 
often  misrepresents  you.  Sir,  I  understand 
you  as  being  ready  to  call  upon  your  coun¬ 
try  every  calamity  in  the  catalogue  of  national 
misfortunes,  rather  than  slavery  should  in 
any  degree  be  extended.  You  can  deny  it 
if  you  will,  vour  words  will  be  against  vou. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  attempted  to  get 
the  floor  on  yesterday,  it  was  not  my  object 
that  my  remarks  should  detain  the  House 
but  a  few  moments :  I  w'ished  merely  to  ex¬ 
press  my  dissent  from  the  doctrines  of  the 
message,  and  to  point  briefly  to  the  reasons 
upon  which  that  dissent  was  grounded.  I 
have  gained  bv  the  award  of  the  floor  to  the 
more  experienced  member  from  Georgia,, 
(Mr.  Stephens,)  who  has  so  abl}*  exposed 
its  dangerous  doctrines.  He  has  shown^ 
what  I  should  have  attempted  to  show,  that 
the  course  proposed  is  not  only  a  plain  vio¬ 
lation  of  our  laws  and  statutes,  but  of  every 
principle  and  analogy  of  free  and  enlightened 
jurisprudence- — a  course  of  proposed  usurpa-. 
tion,  beginning  in  folly,  to  end  in  blood. 

Sir,  we  read  the  laws,  civil  and  ecclesias¬ 
tical,  natural  and  revealed;  we  regard  the 
philosophy  of  the  sages,  and  the  wusdom  of 
departed  statesmen :  they  all  tell  us  that 
arms  is  the  last  resort.  The  sword  is  even^:,. 
with  despotism  itself,  the  “  ultima  ratio  re- 
but  this  message  presents  it  as  the . 
first  argument  of  an  American  President ; 
and  if  war  shall  follow  from  the  position  as¬ 
sumed  by  the  Executive,  it  will  be  the  war 
of  the  President,  unconstitutionally  begun,, 
not  against  a  foreign  foe,  but  against  a  sov¬ 
ereign  State  of  this  Union,  whose  rights  he 
has  solemnly  sworn  to  protect. 

Sir,  I  have  examined  this  document  as 
well  as  I  have  been  able,  and  it  appears  to 
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‘ine  not  only  revolutionary  in  its  tendencies, 
but  so  strangely  contradictory  and  foolish  in 
its  statements,  that  the  mind  is  perpetually 
forced  npon  the  painful  conclusion  that  it  was 
deliberately  intended  to  deceive,  or  was 
written  by  one  so  prejudiced  as  to  be  inca- 
'  pable  of  understanding  and  discussing  the 
subject  fairly.  , 

In  proof  of  this  assertion,  I  read  from  the 
•  accompanying  letter,  in  reply  to  Gov.  Bell, 
these  w*ords : 

Statu  quo. 

“The’ object  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
"ment  has  been,  as  I  believe,  and  as  I  am 
authorized  to  say  it  certainly  now  is,  to  se¬ 
cure  the  peace  of  the  country;  to  maintain, 
as  far  as  practicable,  the  state  of  things  as 
it  existed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  ;  and  to  : 
uphold  arid  preserve  the  rights  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  parties  as  they  were  under  the  solemn 
guarantee  of  the  treaty,  until  the  highly  in¬ 
teresting  question  of  boundary  should  be 
''  finally  settled  by  competent  authority.” 

Here  is  asserted,  in  plain  language,  the 
proposition  which  is  assumed  throughout  the 
message,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President 
'-  to  maintain  the  territories  in  the  position  in 
which  he  found  them.  In  other  words,  that 
his  duty  is  neutrality,  icsisting  each  alike — 
aiding  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  party; 
and  if  this  course  had  really  been  pursued,  I 
imagine  we  would  have  heard  here  to  day  noj 
complaint;  but  Sve  lind  in  this  same  letter, 
these  words: 

Military  Interferenc  \  I 

“  Col.  McCall  is  therein  instructed  that  if  j 
'  '  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  for  whom  Con-| 
.gress  has  provided  no  government,  should 
'manifest  a  wish  to  take  any  steps  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  government  for  themselves,  and  apply 
for  admission  into  the  Union,  it  would  be  his 
duty,  and  the  duty  of  others  with  whom  he 
'  Was  associated,  not  to  thwart,  but  to  advance  | 
their  wishes.”  j 

#  #  I 

“  The  military  officer  in  command,  and 
his  associates,  were  American  citizens,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  forms  of  civil  and  popular 
^proceedings,  and  it  was  expected  that  they 
would  aid  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory,  by 
their  advice  and  assistance,  in  their  proceed¬ 
ings  lor  cstabli.shing  a  government  of  their 
own.” 

Here  is  a  clear  violation  of  the  neutrality 
asserted  by  the  President,  and  a  lawless  and 
dangerous  employment  of  the  military  fo.^ces. 


Armed  men  are  commanded  to  advance  the 
wishes,  and  “  aid”  the  inhabitants  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  “  a  government.”  To  carry 
out  the  President’s  own  doctrine  of  maintaiii- 
ing  the  territories  in  the  condition  in  which 
he  found  them,  he  should  have  been  as  ready 
to  draw  the  sword  against  New  Mexico,  as 
against  Texas.  'But  no,  sir,  this  is  not  done 
or  proposed  to  be  done.  The  sword  is  to  pul 
down  the  government  of  Texas,  and  the  aid 
and  advice  of  the  army  is  ordered  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  government  of  New  Mexico.  Il 
the  President  can  order  soldiers  to  aid  and 
advise,  he  can  command  them  to  force. 

Again  :  we  have  the  President  saying  in 
his  letter  to  Gov.  Bell: 

“  Whatever  might  be  his  judgment  in 
regard  to  their  respective  rights,  he  has  rvc 
power  to  decide  upon  them,  or  even  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  in  regard  to  them;  and  therefore  il 
would  be  improper  for  him  to  express  an) 
opinion.” 

Yet  in  his  message  we  find  the  followino 
words: 

“  In  the  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Texas, 
my  reasons  are  given  for  believing  thal 
New  Mexico  is  now  a  Territory  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  vrith  the  same  extent  and  the 
same  boundaries  which  belonged  to  it  while 
in  the  actual  possession  of  the  Republic  o 
Mexico.” 

Here  is  an  opinion  expressed  in  defiance 
of  the  rule  laid  down  as  the  rule  of  his  duty, 
and  a  lonij  ar^umer.t  follows  to  sustain  the 
assertion  that  the  title  is  in  New  Mexico. 
If  any  can  understand  or  reconcile  these 
conflicting  propositions,  let  them  do  so. 
They  constitute  a  wisdom  too  profound  foi 
my  comprehension.  I  agree  that  he  has  nc 
right  to  decide  these  questions.  I  agree 
that  it  is  not  his  diity  to  force  upon  us  his 
opinions.  His  only  duty  is,  to  preserve  and 
protect  the  territories  put  into  his  keeping; 
and  any  change  in  their  civil  governmenl, 
effected  at  his  instance  or  by  his  agencV) 
whether  by  arm.s  or  other  aid  and  advice,  is 
a  revolution  effected  by  the  usurpation  of  the 
Executive. 

Again;  the  message  ingenuously  argues 
to  the  country,  that  the  United  States  took 
possession  of  New  Me.xico  by  a  claim  of 
conquest,  and  not  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
claim  of  Texas,  Nothing  is  more,  untrue 
than  this  insinuation.  It  is  true  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Kearney  proclaimed  it  a  territory  of  the 
United  States,  and  a'.seumed  the  power  of 


organizing  a  territorial  government  over  it; 
and  this,  instead  of  proving  that  he  consid¬ 
ered  it  a  conquest,  proves  directly  the  re¬ 
verse.  He  considered  it  a  part  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  Texas,  which,  by  the  articles  of  an¬ 
nexation,  we  had  agreed  should  be  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  these  stipulations,  Gen¬ 
eral  Kearney,  in  his  proclamation,  so  de¬ 
clared  it.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he 
did  not  know  that  it  was  not  within  the 
pow'er  of  the  President  and  his  army  to 
seize  upon  a  foreign  territory  as  a  conquest, 
and  proclaim  it  a  territory  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  Polk  aisapprovmd  General  Kearney’s 
effort  to  establish  a  territorial  government 
knowing  that  the  Executive  had  no  such 
powei.  And  if  the  present  Executive  knew 
as  much,  he  wmuld  know  this  much  more, 
that  having  no  power  to  establish  a  territo- 
liai  government  himselt,  it  is  a  wrong  and  a 
usurpation  to  use  his  influence  or  the  armv 
to  cause  others  to  do  what  he  dare  not  do 
himself. 

Sir,  this  struggle  for  the  possession  of  the 
leiritoiy  of  New'  Mexico  betw'een  Texas 
and  the  United  States,  is  such  a  one  as  often 
occurs  betw'een  indiv'iduals  in  private  life, 
and  in  such  a  struggle  any  individual  occu- 
position  of  this  Administration 
would  be  denounced  by  every  honest  man 
IS  ocaling  fraudulently  with  by  his  neighbor. 
In  every  conflict  of  rights,  possession  is  an 
mportant  consideration,  and  prirna  facie 
-vidence  of  title.  Can  the  Executive  dare 
■ay  that  he  has  acted  fairly  and  wdth  equal 
ustice,  confessing,  as  he  does,  that  his  aid 
Imd  ad\  ice  has  been  given  to  put  one 
>arty  in  possession  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
i'ppanent.  But  this  opponent  is  a  mere  man 
j'f  straw,  the  agent  and  tool  of  the  rival  op- 
l^nent,  the  United  States,  w'ho  endeavors, 
Hirough  this  Administration,  to  transfer  the  I 
i-ossession,  by  collusion,  to  the  peons  of 
IS^ew  Mexico,  who  are  to  hold  for  the  bene- 
it  of  the  United  States,  and  in  hostility  to 
he  title  of  Texas.  Every  man  knows  that 
i  IS  the  law,  that  a  person  once  having  taken 
[ossession  under  a  party,  is  estopped  from 
tsputmg  the  title  of  his  landlord;  and  we 
iften  find  the  cunning  man  wrho  is  concluded 
y  this  estoppel,  giving  the  possession  to 
)me  worthless  tenant,  and  through  him  en- 
eavonng  to  defeat  the  title  that  he  ought  to 
ave  protected.  The  law  pro:nounces  all 
|iAch  practices  fraudulent  tmong  private 


mtizens,  and  I  know  no  rule  that  exempts 
Presidents  and  Cabinets  from  equal  censure 
It  this  language  is  harsh  it  is  not  that  I  de¬ 
sire  it  to  be  so.  I  speak  as  I  should  upon  a 
similar  transaction  in  a  court  of  justice. 

I  consider  that  Texas  has  a  good  title  to 
every  foot  of  land  she  claims,  and  we  have  re- 
cogmized  it  too  often  and  in  too  many  different 
modes  to  set  up  any  direct  opposition  to  her 
now.  Nor  does  it  comport  with  my  notions 
of  good  faith  to  transfer,  by  fraud  and  col¬ 
lusion,  the  possession  to  a  liostile  party 
whose  holding  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States.  Our  possession  is  the 
possession  of  Texas  within  her  limits,  and  to 
her  we  should  yield  it. 

When  we  recognized  the  indepedence  of 
lexas,  her  boundaries  were  then  as  she  now 
claims  them.  Of  this  the  United  States  had 
due^notice,  and  are  now  estopped  from  de¬ 
nying  them.  A  party  in  possession  is  pre¬ 
sumed  to  hold  under  his  written  title,  and  to 
claim  to  the  extent  of  his  boundary.  VVe 
treated  with  lexas  as  an  equal — annexed 
her  without  exception — recognized  her  ter- 
ritoiy  north  and  south  oi  36  degrees  30  min¬ 
utes,  and  pledged  our  faith  for"^ its  future  ad¬ 
mission  into  the  Union.  We  meant  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  New  Mexico,  now  in  dispute— at 
any  rate,  no  court  of  law  or  equit}^  would  al¬ 
low  the  allegation  that  we  did  not  mean  it* 
\^e  guaranteed  to  lexas  the  admission  of  all 
her  territory,  having  at  the  time  due  notice 
of  her  boundaries. 

But  the  President  allefjes  that  we  have  en¬ 
tered  into  a  treaty  with  Mexico  which  com¬ 
pels  him  to  light  up  the  fires  of  civil  war  in 
order  to  prevent  Mexican  peons  from  falling 
under  the  Government  of  Texas.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  that  these  peons  were 
upon  the  soil  of  Texas.  But  wherever  they 
may  be,  the  following  admission,  extracted 
from  the  message,  shows  that  the  Executive 
authority  has  no  power  to  determine  their  lo¬ 
cality. 

“  The  Executive  Government  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  has  no  power  or  authority  to  de¬ 
termine  what  was  the  true  line  of  boundary 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  be¬ 
fore  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo ;  nor 
has  it  any  such  power  now  since  the  ques¬ 
tion  has  become  a  question  between  the  State 
of  Texas  and  the  United  States.” 

What  will  future  ages  think  of  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  that  statesn^an  who  solemnly  resolves 
to  spread  over  this  happy  country  the  flames 
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civil  war,  to  carry  out  bis  opinion  upon  a 
question  of  which  he  has  no  jurisdiction? 

This  same  treaty,  whose  transcendent  ob- 
li<ration  has  caused  this  astute  l!,xecutive  to 
bSckle  on  his  armor  for  the  protection  of  these 
Mexicans,  declares  that  they  are  to  be  in¬ 
corporated  into  the  United  States,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  at  the  proper  time,  to  be  judged  ol  by  j 
Congress.  Congress  has  refused  to  admit 
them— Congress  has  refused  to  estabush  go- 
vernments  for  them—Congress  has  left  them 
under  a  military  government.  Congress  ad- 
iadved  that  the  proper  time  for  their  incor¬ 
poration  and  admission  had  not  arrived.— 
But  the  President  determines  that  the  time 
has  arrived,  and  employs  the  aid  and  advice 
of  the  army  to  accelerate  their  admission,  by 
the  formation  of  State  Governments— the 
identical  things  which  Congress  had  refused 
to  do.  Sir,  the  army  has  been  used,  and 
now  and  then  an  occasional  Congressman, 
not  to  nreserve,  but  to  change  the  sMu  quo 
of  the  territories,  at  the  will  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive,  and  we  have  been  asked  by  messages 
to  accept  them.  They  are  not  the  work  of 
our  own  hands,  but  the  fruits  of  Executive 
usurpation.  Sir,  ifthe  Executive  had  conh- 
ned  its  action  to  its  proper  duties,  by  main¬ 
taining  its  military  positions,  holding  the  In¬ 
dians  in  subjection,  and  had  not  degiaded 
that  gallant  soldiery  by  converting  them  into 
a  corps  of  partisan  politicians— it  the  people 
had  settled  these  questions  of  their  own  ac¬ 
cord,  these  threats  might  come  with  a  better 
grace  from  the  White  House. 

I  intended  to  confine  my  remarks  entirely 
to  the  doctrines  of  this  message,  and  to  show 
that  the  policy  of  the  Executive,  as  it  has 
heretofore  existed  and  is  now  proposed  to  be 
continued,  is  founded  in  wrong,  and  ought 
not  to  meet  our  approval.  1  hold  tba.  Texas 
has  a  good  right  to  all  the  lands  she  claims ; 
at  all  events,  her  title  has  been  so  often  recog¬ 
nized  by  us,  that  we  are  estopped  from  deny- 
ino-  it,  and  setting  up  a  conflicting  title. 

^In  the  consideration  of  these  grave  ques¬ 
tions,  the  Executive  has  come  to  yur  aid,  and 
pointed  us  to  the  sword  as  his  argument,  and 
we  are  asked  to  adjudicate  the  matter  while 
drawn  weapons  are  brandished  over  us.— 
Such  a  course  can  never  lead  to  a  settlement; 
not  only  will  it  fail  in  this,  but  if  carried  out 
will  produce  consequences  that  the  President 
and  his  friends,  and  every  friend  of  the  glory 
and  peace  of  this  country  will  regret  lor- 


Sir,  I  trust  1  am  not  more  fearful  than  J 
other  men.  If  danger  comes  I  expect  to  be 
as  ready  to  meet  it  as  I  am  no%v  anxious  to  f 
avoid  it.  I  pray  to  God  that  I  may  never 


avom  it.  X  pray  to  yoa  mai  i  may 
acrain  witness  the  wild  work  of  human  de- 
s&uction,  called  ‘‘glorious  war.’>  1  hope  that 
eternal  peace  may  bless  the  world.  VV  itb 

me- — 

“  The  drying  up  a  single  tear  hath  more 
Of  honest  fame  than  shedding  seas  of  gore. 

I  deprecate  war  as  a  great  calamity,  but f 
not  the  greatest  that  may  befall  a  people; 
for  when  compared  to  a  base  sacrifice  oi 
honor  and  important  rights  through  cowardice 
and  imbecility,  I  regard  it  as  a  misfortune  m- 
calcualably  insigMificant.  But  I  am  astonishcc 
that  the  sword  should  be  so  readily  drawn  b) 
the  tenant  of  the  White  House,  a  man  whc 
doubtless  but  a  short  time  since,  in'  conjunctioi 
with  the  majority  of  his  party  denounced  n 
the  most  bitter  language,  all  those  citizen 
who  sustained  the  flag  and  counse.s  m  thi 
country  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico.  Ini 
course  then  seemed  strange  tome  ;  and  noth 
ing  but  the  result  of  reckless  partisan  lee! 
ings,  whose  dictates  ever  are  to  rule  f 


ever. 


ruin  ;”  but  how  much  stranger  now  to  iinci 
man  occupying  the  highest  office  in  th 
country,  proposing  to  light  up  the  fires  ( 
civil  war  by  a  crusade  against  one  of  the  sor 
ereign  States  of  this  Union,  in  behalf  of  ti 
fancied  rights  of  a  few  Mexican  resident 
whose  locality  he  dares  not  define.  If  th 
contest  shall  arise,  it  will  be  the  wrong 
the  President  .  No  choice  will  be  left  me: 
shall  stand  for  the  right.  But,  sir,  we  wa 
no  war;  we  want  a  settlement,  honest,  jm 
and  fair,  ahd  such  I  hope  we  shall  get  wit 
out  the  aid  of  the  sword  of  the  Executiv 
But  for  the  remarks  the  gentlemen  w 
have  preceded  me  [Messrs.  Brown  and  St 
PHENS,]  I  should  have  thought  it  no  part 
my  duty  to  allude  to  the  great  question 
slavery,  now  agitating  this  countryfrom  ce 
tre  to  circumference,  and  threatening  a  d< 
tiny  so  dark  and  disastrous.  Sir,  I  ha 

read  somewhere  of  a  fabled  magnet  far 
the  deep  blue  sea,  whose  fatal  mtiuer 
withdrew  the  nails  from  every  vessel  tl 
came  within  its  sphere,  leaving  the  pro 
ship  and  its  prouder  masters  an  ingloni 
wreck  amid  the  solitudes  of  the  ocean.  W 
cannot  see  that  while  this  question  is  uns 
tied,  each  hour  will.be  extracted,  those  fa 
enings  that  bind  this  glorious  confederacy 
gether,  until  our  proud  ship  is  left  ashattei 
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)roken  disunited  thing,  to  sink  beneath  the 
>urge  of  time,  as  others  that  have  gone  before, 
Vith  no  voice  to  record  our  memory  but  that 
vhich  proclaims  our  folly  ? 

To  settle  this  matter  satisfactorily  to  my 
people,  it  is  not  necessary  to  talk  about  con- 
\ession^  conciliation^  or  comprcmise;  give 
|s  justice,  and  we  will  live  with  you  con¬ 
noted  forever.  It  will  be  of  little'"  avail  in 
le  settlement  of  this  question  for  men 
^hose  business  through  life  has  been  to  lead, 
i  distracting  the  country  by  party  agitation, 

'  be  now  shouting  concessrion^  conciliation^ 
ad  compTemise  ;  let  us  act  sensibly  do  jus- 
ce,  and  all  will  be  well.  It  is  not  neces- 
iry  to  talk  about  the  sword,  or  for  the  Pres¬ 
ent  to  clothe  himself  in  armor.  Such  al- 
sions  are  wrong;  no  matter  when  or  by 
horn  made,  they  have  nothing  in  them  of 
*ncession^  conciliatioh  or  compromise  j 
i’gbt  up  the  fire  of  indignation  and  re- 
ntment. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  sav  what 
urse  the  South  will  pursue,  when  all  she 
ids  dear  is  disregarded  by  the  strong  arm 
oppression.  I  suppose,  like  other  nations 
io  have  lived  before  us,  when  we  feel  the 
'ant’j  chains  gathering  around  us,  and  all 
oes  of  peaceful  remedies  are  gone,  that 
i  will  pursue  the  usual  course  of  human 
don.  But  I  want  no  such  thing — I  hope 
rio  such  thing — I  will  fight  tor  every  other 
itiny,  but  it  it  comes,  I  am  with  the  op- 
ssed  and  against  the  oppressor. 

^ir,  I  ^  recur  again  to  the  doctrine  of 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
VNN,)  and  such  is  the  doctrine  of  every 
n  who  supports  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

gsntieman  is  ready  to  dissolve  the 
ion  rather  than  permit  the  people  of  the 
ith  to  carry  their  property  into  the  com- 
Q  territories. 

This  class  ot  politicians  have  adopted  a 
itary  phrase,  and  speak  of  throwing  a 
Ion  ot  freemen  around  the  Southern 
tes,  to  stop  their  further  progress,  and  by 
i  confining  the  slaves  to  narrow  limits, 

^e  them  a  curse  to  the  people,  and  in  this 
'  force  their  emancipation.  If  such  a 
cy  had  been  proclaimed  by  any  foreign 
er,  one  universal  and  spontaneous  decla- 
)n  of  war  would  have  come  up  from  all 
s  of  the  country;  and  have  we  not  a 
t  to  demand  from  Northern  friends  the 
e  justice  and  courtesy  that  we  are  en- 
d  to  from  strangers  ? 


Suppose,  for  illustration,  that  instead  -cf 
the  struggle  between  communities  in  a  matter 
ot  politics,  this  was  a  conflict  of  arms  be¬ 
tween  two  hostile  armies,  one  encampment 
covering  the  Northern,  and  the  other  the 
Southern  portion  of  the  continent.  The 
Northern  General  says  to  his  Southern  op¬ 
ponent.  A  truce  peace  to  you.  I  have  ex¬ 
amined  )our  position;  I  have  no  power  to 
storm  it.  There  are  constitutional  barriers 
in  the  way-— tear  not,  I  never  will  attack  it. 
What  I  design  is  merely  to  draw  a  line 
around  you — a  wall  and  parapet  to  confine 
you  in  your  present  position,  until  you  and 
all  youT  army  shall  sicken  and  die  by  pesti¬ 
lence  and  famine,  or  be  made  glad  to  surren¬ 
der  at  discretion. 

Suppose  that  England  should  say  to  the 
United  States:  W e  love  you  much;  we  in¬ 
tend  to  protect  you  in  all  your  legal  riorfits 
within  your  own  territories;  but  the  world 
which  is  free  to  me  shall  not  be  free  to  you. 

I  will  draw  a  cordon  of  battleships  around 
you.  \  our  institutions,  commerce,  and  arts 
shall  expand  no  more.  I  will  confine  you  to 
your  present  position  until  you  shall  surren¬ 
der  the  doctrine  of  republics,  and  subscribe 
to  the  divine  right  of  kings.  Neither  of 
these  propositions  would  be  more  insulting, 
unjust,  or  unreasonable,  than  the  Wilmot 
Proviso,  as  attempted  to  be  enforced  against 
the  rights  of  the  South. 

Sir,  this  attempt  to  put  chains  upon  sla¬ 
very;  “  to  lead  captivity  captive;”  to  hedge 
around  and  put  in  prison  fifteen  States  of 
this  Lnion,  with  slaves  for  compani''ns, 
whenever  it  may  be  tried,  will  cause  a  voice 
to  come  up  from  that  region  which  will  shout 
the  eternal  anthem  of  freedom.  But  I  want 
no  such  issue.  I  love  the  people  of  the 
North.  I  have  always  felt  that  I  would 
peril  all  that  is  dear  to  my  native  State  to 
protect  from  .awless  violence  Massachusetts’ 
humblest  citizen,  or  most  barren  rock.  Those 
of  them  who  know  me,  know  that  I  do.  I 
have  never  imagined,  nor  can  I  now  imagine 
how  I  could  live  out  of  the  Union.  I  have 
ever  hoped  that  our  ship  of  State,  self-poised 
upon  the  billows,  would  gather  the  tempests 
in  her  sails,  and  fly  with  lightning  speed  to 
the  haven  of  transcendant  national  glory, 
amid  the  plaudits  of  an  admiring  world. 
And  for  this  I  shall  still  be  ready  to  make 
every  sacrifice,  except  my  honor  and  my 
right  to  be  free  and  equal  on  every  foot  of 
land  beneath  the  “stars  and  stripes.” 
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